
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  2 0 2 5



COVER PHOTO: Snowshoeing, courtesy of Meghan Dielschneider

EX PEN DIT U R ES

Administration & Fundraising

Trail Advocacy

Trail Development

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EMERITUS BOARD MEMBERS
Dean & Jan Barnum John Wauer Jim Wing

(3 year average through 2025)

7%

3%90%

OFFICERS
Craig Miller, President
Jon Bogert, Vice President
Kevin Kirchner, Treasurer
Allyssa Rentschler, Secretary
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Dave Benderson, Hawkeye Bicycle Association 
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s we close out this year, I’m filled with gratitude and pride for what the Linn County Trails Association 
has accomplished together. This has been a strong and meaningful year for trails in Linn County — not 

because of any single project, but because of the steady commitment, collaboration, and passion shown by our 
volunteers, partners, and supporters.

This year, we continued to do what we do best: help make trails happen. Through advocacy, planning, 
partnerships, and hands-on work, we supported the growth and improvement of trail opportunities that 
connect our communities, enhance outdoor recreation, and improve quality of life across the county. 

None of this would be possible without our volunteers and supporters. Your time, expertise, financial contributions, 
and belief in our mission continue to be the heart of this organization. Whether you donated to our campaign or general 
fund, attended meetings, spoke up for trails, or supported us behind the scenes — your involvement matters, and it makes a lasting difference.

Looking ahead to the coming year, our focus is on our new capital campaign.  We are focused on 3 major projects:
•  Emmons Street Trail Bridge in Hiawatha  •  Edgewood Rd Trail  •  The Beichler Bridge

These three projects are detailed in our first newsletter for 2026. Each of them help us continue to interconnect more of our county to the trails 
network. The demand for safe, connected, and enjoyable trails has never been stronger, and the Linn County Trails Association is well positioned 
to meet that moment. I am excited to see what we do next year and am ready to take meaningful steps forward.

Thank you for being part of this journey. Together, we are shaping a future where trails connect people to places, to nature, and to each other.

With appreciation and optimism,
Craig Miller, Board President
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rails and bikeways start long before the first concrete 
is poured. Linn County Trail Association has a long 

history of helping make trails happen across every stage of 
the process.
 
A trail starts with an idea. These trail concepts are 
generated through a variety of sources. LCTA works closely 
with partners such as the City of Cedar Rapids, Linn County 
Conservation, and the Corridor Metropolitan Planning 
Organization to solicit feedback and uncover opportunities. 
LCTA has participated in this part of the process through 
user surveys, asking trail users where LCTA should focus 
fundraising efforts and how to prioritize funding. Local 
governments and the MPO also hold public meetings 
to solicit feedback. This feedback is crucial for ensuring 
that trails meet the needs of the community—trails don’t 
happen without your voice! 

T
Trail is Born
HOW A 
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As ideas take shape, LCTA’s role shifts to keeping projects moving 
forward. Sometimes this means negotiating land purchases in 
the right of way, such as during the initial creation of the Grant 
Wood Trail. Over time, LCTA acquired parcels of land before 
donating it to Linn County Conservation in 2005. Twenty years 
later, work continues to expand on the foundations built in the 
early years and extend the Grant Wood Trail and other trails into 
further connections across the network. 

LCTA’s work can also take the form of donating funds toward 
design work, an expensive and often unseen part of the process 
to bring a trail to life. LCTA is currently raising funds to contribute 
toward the design costs for the Biechler Bridge, which will span 
the Cedar River on the Morgan Creek Trail, and recently raised 

funds for the design of the Interurban Trail through Cedar 
Rapids. By supporting this crucial phase of the planning process, 
LCTA helps create a roadmap for the future of trails. 

With land purchased and designs created, trails can start to 
take shape. LCTA contributes to construction costs across a 
variety of surfaces and geographies within Linn County, such 
as the expansion of the Morgan Creek Trail and the CeMar Trail. 
Over multiple phases, years of behind the scenes work, and 
tireless support and advocacy from LCTA, trails like CeMar have 
transformed from ideas into realities that connect our community 
and see daily use from walkers, runners, cyclists, and more. Every 
mile of bikeway represents years of optimism, hard work, and 
vision to bring projects to life and make trails happen. n

Every mile of bikeway represents years of optimism, hard work, 
and vision to bring projects to life and make trails happen.”
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TRAIL CHAMPION ($5,000+)
Anonymous 
In Memory of Dorothy Zvacek Evans
Mike & Elizabeth McGrath 

TRAIL BUILDER ($1,000 - $4,999)
Anonymous
Dean & Janice Barnum
Jon Bogert
Tom Peffer & Carroll Reasoner
Mary Chamberlin
Robert Becker & Diane Handler
Katharine Diltz
Robert & Linda Erlandson
Robert & Susan Frederick
Dennis Gladhill
Mark Goodsmith
Rachel Grinvalds
Stephen & Joanne Hammes
Tork & Lynn Harman
Brian & Sandy Holterhaus
Duane & Anne Jasper

Robert Rush & Judy Whetstine
Douglas Klostermann
Theodore & Kathy Kron
Corenne & Mark Liabo
David Maier & Maitthew McGrane
Gary & Laura McGraw
Dick Mundy
Nathaniel Oster
Sarah Pauley
Bill & Nancy Peters
Gary Roling
Keith & Nancy Sutherland
Robert F & Bertha Reth Tribuno
Roger J. Turner
Ruth Van Tol
Ryan Wheeler
Keith Whipple
Jim & Barbara Wing 

TRAIL BLAZER ($500 - $999)
Greg & Teresa Barnett
Gordon & Jann Baustian

Clarence Boesenberg
David & Judy Brimeyer
Alan Buck
Richard & Donna Butikofer
Jeremy Elges
Marilyn Gott
Matt & Carrie Gray
Sue Henderson
Kathie Lane
Robert Laughlin
Marsia Pedelty
Joshua Root
Jim & Janice Russell
Henry & Barb Schmoll
Sashi & Kevin Solomon & Eck
John & Mary Wauer
William Werner
Richard & Ann Woodward
Daniel & Rebecca Zange

TRAIL PARTNER ($250 - $499)
Thomas Bollinger & Amy Dudgeon
Brian Bast
Kelly & David Bryant
Tony Burton
Carol & Bill Calloway
Linda & Bob Charlton
Peter Cole
Ken & Becky Collier

Tim Costas
Vic C Dielschneider
Cindy Dietz
Alan & Barbara Erickson
David & Marla Erickson
Ann Evans
Vicky Evans
Brian Fagan
Dudley Fleck
Jeff & Elisa Geneser
Kathy Good
Ron Griffith
Daniel & Joan Hackbarth
Roger Heidt
Bill Henricksen
Denise Houlahan
John Houser
Nicole Hubbell
Bruce Jacobs
Greg & Keelyn Kanz
Sheila Keil
Kevin Kirchner
Anonymous Kirkwood Community 	
	 College Donor
Tim & Penny Kriz
Jim Lorenz
Robert McKillip
Laura Meade
Benjamin Melton
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S Thank you to all of our donors for 
your generous support of Linn 
County Trails Assocation!
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Metro Studios
James & Rose Marie Monagan
Scott & Penny Olson
Lisa Paulos
Kurt Rogahn
Tim & Laura Sagers
Steve & Maria Schrader
Brian Soenen
Allen & Jacqui Sorensen
Jack & Lori Tibbs
Barbara & Eric Tupper
Leonard & Mary Ann Verdeck
Bryan & Gayla Wesner
Earl White
Dale Wulf

TRAIL SCOUT ($50 - $249)
Anonymous
Paul & Norma Ahlers
Allan & Catherine Alcock
Wendy & Maury Anderson
Nancy & Brice AntonJensen
Steve & Vicki Archibald
Michael Armstrong
Daniel & Marianne Arndorfer
LeAnn & Mike Arnold
John Kevin Bader
Margo Ballou
Lydia & Mark Barger

Chuck & Janice Barnes
Kathryn & Gerry Barr
Jim & Patty Bazan
Brian Beatty
Brian & Shari Bedard
David & Susan Benderson
Shannon Bisgard
Martin & Audrey Bruns
John & Judy Bryant
Jeffrey & Diane Buffo
Susan & Tom Bullis
Mark Chipokas
David Christ
David Claiborne
Michelle Clark
Robert & Paulette Clark
Cliff Clendenen
Michael & Lois Coates
Leah Coffman
Ray & Mary Collins
Bill & Mary Cummings
Jerry & Nancy Danforth
Matt Depaepe
Margaret deSalme
Brian & Teri Donnelly
Mary and Steve Doty
Dillon Drury
Loren Edwards
Stan & Carol Eilers

Cheryl Fiala
Sandra Fiegen
Leland Freie
Caroline Gimarc
PayPal Giving Fund
Dennis Goemaat
Todd & Donna Goodell
Aaron Granquist
Robert Gregory
Donald Greiner
Kirk Haefner
Sally Harms
Robert & Susan Hartley
Ed & Marlene Hayek
Stanley & Sharon Henson
Jim & Ann Hoffman
Ann Huss
Jonathan & Karla Ice
Jill Jamieson
Charles & Mary Johnson
Shawn & Traci Jones
Dan & Julie Kaspari
Stephen Kemble
Christine Kirpes
Jim & Barbara Klein
Dawn Klohs
Roger & Mary Kay Kolb
Kelle Kolkmeier
Whealen & Laura Koontz

Larry & Mary Kramer
Michael Kurek
Jeff Lake
LaRee Landt
Steven & Deb Lee
Sean & Emily LeFebvre
Dennis Nelson & Lesli Nesmith
Richard Lorenz
Laura & Kyle Lundberg
Mark Ogden & Iris Muchmore
Donald Matsunaga
Steve & Denise Maze
Gary and Keely McAfee
Rex McCright
Otis McGowan
Daniel & Karla McGrail
Debbie & Todd Michal
Craig Miller
Bob & Susie Moran
Edwin & Barbara Mumford
Bob & Sharon Neilly
H. J. Nicholson
Cynthia Nielsen
John & Christine North
Nikki Northrup
Ron & Sue Olson
Scott & Jan Overland
Rich & Marion Patterson
John Persick
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S Mike & Nichole Plagge
Mike Plotz
Don & Barbara Pulkrab
Mark Ramsey
Debra Ratchford
Jennifer Reed
Allyssa Rentschler
Greg Reynolds
Rick & Connie Richardson
Randall & Eleonora Rieck
Anna-Doretta Riley
Steve Rinderknecht
Jane Scheer & Rob Hursh
John & Karen Roltgen
Patti Roman
Jerry & Bobie Scherman
Howard & Sheri Schiffer
John and Kim Schmitz
Kevin & Stephanie Schrader
Brian Scott
Joe & Audrey Sheller
Kim Smith
Richard & Joan Smith
Jim Spencer
Rodney & Julie Stark
Frank & Barbara Stephen
Carolyn Stucker
Brian Studier

John & Sherry Swanson
Mariah & Ryan Tang
Curtis & Annette Taylor
Ben Terry
Teresa Thayer
Bruce & Lynn Tiemann
Robert and Ann Tow
Daniel Toy
Kent & Jacque Van Meter
Ellis & Lisa Vann
Charlene Vig
Ann & Dennis Weber Holdgrafer
Reta Westercamp
Chad Whipple
Stephen & Marjorie Wilkinson-	
	 Gruber
Brad Willhite
Gail & Paul Williams
Dale & Julianne Wirtjes
Kirk & Jenna Wischmeyer
J.A. & G.M. Woods
Michael Yakos
Chad & Christine Zach
Mark & Tracy Zimmerman
Marlin Zuber

TRAIL FRIEND (<$50)
Monti & Cindy Krob

Robert Bagsby
Ruth Balster
Sarah Barber
Nora Becker
Erica Bellach
Todd Black
Bob Blockhus
Nathan Blomme
Brian Carlson
Graig Cone
Alan & Janet Cook
Don & Karen Cook
Ben Dattilo
Daniel Doyle
Karla Elliott
Sanders Ferring
Susan & Bill Gericke
Erika Hass
Joan Hoover
Linda Johnson
Julie Kann
Matt & 0 - Tiff Knight & Cremer
Brian Krob
Katherine Lehman
Barbara Neese
Kay Nelson
Randy Novak
Beth Orth

Ruth Paarmann
Tyler Paris
Laureen Patel
Judy Polk
Cindy Ries
Sharon Robertson
Paul Rodriguez
Jan Russell
Joseph Schumacher
Kirschen Seah
Steve Sovern
Ann Steege
David Thurston
Dan Trembath
Allen Tupker
Dana Vig
Emily Vig
Judy Vopava
Jason Wasek
Martin Weber
Gene Wehrheim
Nelson Wiese
Darin Williams
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TRAIL CHAMPION ($5,000+)
Aegon Transamerica Foundation
GreatAmerica Financial Services 	
	 Corporation
Hawkeye Bicycle Association

TRAIL BUILDER  ($1,000 - $4,999)
Allegra
Hall Bicycle Co.
HDR Engineering
Jams Coffee Bar

McGrath Automotive Group
Northtowne Cycling and Fitness, 	
	 Ltd.
Sag Wagon LLC
TrueNorth Companies
Venture Real Estate LLC

TRAIL BLAZER ($500 - $999)
Anderson-Bogert
BankIowa
Benz Beverage Depot

Bike Rags Apparel
Iowa Running Company
Shive-Hattery
Snyder & Associates, Inc
SOKO Outfitters

TRAIL PARTNER ($250 - $499)
Brady Preston Gronlund PC
Cedar Rapids Tourism Office
Hills Bank and Trust
House Divided Brewery

Insight Vision Inc
Keg Inc.
Rhino’s Bike Club
Shack Tavern Corp
The Ozone

TRAIL SCOUT ($50 - $249)
Level 10

AirFX Trampoline Park
Big Grove Brewery
Bike Rags
Budget
Dairy Queen
Hall Bicycle Co
House Divided Brewery
Hy-Vee
Iowa Running

McGrath Family of Dealerships
Milex Complete Auto Care
Ohana Poké Shop
Paul Revere’s Pizza
Pedalers Fork
Raining Rose
Reverie Bodywork & Healing
Sag Wagon

BUSINESS SPONSORS

TREASURES ON THE TRAIL DON ORS
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TS he Linn County Trails Association is fundraising for three new projects! We are raising $100,000 for the Emmons Street 

Trail in Hiawatha, $100,000 for the Edgewood Road Trail (O Ave NW to 16th Ave NW) in Cedar Rapids, and $100,000 for 
the design of the Biechler Bridge continuing the Morgan Creek Trail over the Cedar River. We are excited to move forward on 
these projects and help make trails happen! 

T

EMMONS STREET TRAIL
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TRAIL  SUPPORTER LEVELS
Trail Champion	 $5,000+
Trail Builder	 $1,000 - $4,999
Trail Blazer	 $500 - $999 

Trail Partner	 $250 - $499
Trail Scout	 $50 - $249
Trail Friend	 $20 - $49

Scan QR code to donate online at or mail 
this form with your contribution to:

Linn County Trails Association 
P.O. Box 2681
Cedar Rapids, IA 52406

Your email address will only be used for supporter administration and 
LCTA information. It will not be sold or shared. LCTA is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization. Your gift is fully deductible as allowed by law.

D ONOR INFORMATION
Name(s) 							     

Mailing Address 							     

City, State, Zip 								      

Email 					         Phone			 

G IFT INFORMATION
Method of Payment:      Check      Bill Me      My gift is eligible for a charitable match from my employer. Please include your form!

I would like to make a one-time gift of: $	    I would like to make a recurring gift of: $	  to start on 	
DATE

THAN K YOU FOR SUPPORTING OUR TRAILS

DONATE ONLINE AT LINNCOUNTYTRAILS.ORG/DONATE


